Diadumenian’s ‘pennies’ of Nicopolis ad Istrum

The number of types of one assarion pieces prodatcéet Nicopolis ad Istrum mint
for Diadumenian was much less than that producéd atighbour Marcianopolis.
Though the same main themes and types can be droedithe more exotic reverses
are not seen, the mint tending to focus on the ratamedard images. Like
Marcianopolis a number of different denominatioresevissued bearing
Diadumenian’s image, though tarrifed differentljhe 3 assaria coins are rare. In
general it seems that the 1 (?) assarion coinsligtgly heavier than the
contemporaneous issues at Marcianopolis, thougtoufse, this only adds to the
confusion in distinguishing between those denononatat that mint.

1 assarion 2.5-4.5¢ 17-18 mm
3 assaria c.11.0g 22-23 mm
4 assaria 9.4-14.9¢9 25-27mm

The largest, 4 assaria, pieces show the most gtiegedesigns, where there was
scope for the engraver to include more elaborategy@ls. However, even though
the workmanship on these smallest coins was, psylséightly inferior to that seen at
Marcianopolis, the overall quality was generallypdo

Example 1la Example 1b

Ob. M OPEL DIADOVMENIANOC K Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNINOC
Rev. NIKOPOLITWN PROC IC Rev.NIKOPOLITWN
Ref. AMNG | 1882f; Ref.
Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3599
3.95¢g, 17mm 3.22g 17mm

Example 1c Example 1d

Ob. M OPEL DIADOVMENIANOC K Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNINOC
Rev. NIKOPOLITWN PROC IC RevNIKOLITWN PRC IC
Ref. AMNG | 1882f; Ref.
Varbanov (Eng.) Voll. No. 3599
4.45¢g, 18mm 3.60g 18mm

This first example shows the staff of Aesklepiofhvaerpent entwined indicative of
the devotion to the healing cult of the area. Theeose legend translates to Marcus
Opellius Diadumenianus, Caesar and differs todkat in Marcianopolis for
similarly sized coins in that Diadumenian’s actoame is recorded, rather than the
Antonius he adopted. The reverse legend trandatéSoin) of the residents of
Nikopolis on the (river) Istrus’. Example 1b shosferent and cruder dies for the



same images. Example 1c uses the same obveras Bieample 1a, with a different
reverse die. Example 1d’s reverse die has an kgend where theo ando have
been omitted

Example 2a Example 2b

Ob. M OPELLI DIADOVMENIANOC K Ob. M OPEL DIADOVMENIANOC K

Rev. NIKOPOLITWN PROCICT N Rev NIKOPOLITWN PROCICT N

Ref. BMC 57; AMNG 1/1886; Ref. BMC 57; AMNG 1/1887;
Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3621 (Barry Murphy s3le

3.87g, 18mm 3.27g. 17mm

Examples 2a and 2b show a bunch of grapes on teesee— indicating the
importance of wine production in the region. Botiverses and reverses are
different. The image is well constructed with atpdrthe vine being shown as well.
Example 2a shows the only example of a drapedusest for these one assarion
coins.

Example 3a Example 3b

Ob. KM OPEL DIADOVMENIANOC Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNIOC

Rev. NIKOPOLI-TWN PROC ICT Rev. NIKO-PO-LITWN

Ref. Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3595 Ref. AMNG.18&ar.
AMNG.1881;

2.969g, 18mm 3.32g, 17mm

Both Examples 3a and 3b show images of the cistdioayopening to the right and
left respectively. The latter coin opts for a msanpler reverse legend, simply
referring toniko-PoO-LITWN rather than referencing the river Istrus at &kample 3a
shows the most elaborate design of the baskef kdl the representations of this
object — from both this mint and that of MarcianlgoEither there were different
cista designs in use as part of the religious cerées or the engravers were allowed
some latitude in their representations.

Example 4

P
.

Ob. KM OPEL DIADOVMENIA

Rev. NIKOPOLIT-WN PROC

Ref. Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3601
3.94g, 18mm



Example 4 shows the winged Eros/Thanatos revetserenthe figure is seen standing
to the right with legs crossed.

Example 5

Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNINOC

Rev. NIKOPO-LITWN

Ref. AMNG 1/1876; Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3596
4.90g, 18mm

The reverse of this coin shows Homonia standinfglihg in her right hand a patera
over altar and in the left hand a cornucopia. Paigicular example does seem to
suggest that the engraving standard is generallgrithan that seen at Marcianopolis.
In the obverse of this example Diadumenian’s lggquite crudely depicted, and this
IS not as a result of wear or strike.

Example 6

Ob. KM OPELLI ANTWNINOC

Rev. NIKOPOLI-TWN PROC

Ref. BMC54, SGI2986; AMNG 1878; Varbanov (Eng.) Va\ln. 3600
2.469, 16mm

This reverse shows an image of (possibly) Fertilitjding a purse in her outstretched
right hand and cornucopia in her left arm. Varbadescribes this reverse simply as
a woman. Fertility or Ubertas, can be seen ondlierse of Imperial coins of
Trebonianus Gallus some time later holding bothirgg and cornucopia similar to the
pose seen here.

Example 7a

Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNEINOC

Rev. NIKO/POLIT/WN PROC/ICT

Ref. Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3614
AMNG.1881;

3.25¢g, 17mm

Example 7b

Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNEINOC
Rev. NIKO/POLITWN/ PROC ICT /
Ref. Varbafgug.) Vol.1. No. 3610
Klawans p. 119;
2.32g, 17mm



Example 7c

Ob. KM OPELLI ANTWNINOC

Rev. NIKO/POLI/TWN PR/OCICT

Ref. AMNG 1890; (courtesy of klassische-munzen 3ales
3.049g, 17mm

Examples 7a — 7c show a simple legend indicatiegcity of origin of the coin either
in four lines or five lines. Example 7b, in padi@ar is quite crudely manufactured.
This may actually be a fault the coining procesise-metal being to cold during
striking and not allowing enough flow — rather trauadity in the design. However it
is notable that for many of the coins of this @apé¢ time from this mint, the lettering
Is indistinct and difficult to read. To date, Meanot been able to find a link between
the dies used in the reverses of the Macrinus tgp#dss nature and these types
issued by Diadumenian.

Example 8

Ob. KM OPPEL ANTWNINOC

Rev. NIKOPOLI-TWN

Ref. BMC54, SGI2986; AMNG 1878; Varbanov (Eng.) VoNb. 3599
2.469, 16mm

This final example shows Tyche standing left hajdindder in right hand and
cornucopia in left arm, with a kalathos on her heAdain, indicating good fortune to
the rulers.

There is an additional type reported by Varbanahaireverse showing Aesklepios
(Varbanov (Eng.) Vol.1. No. 3593:-4

While there are examples of these small ‘1’ assgpieces for Macrinus there
appears not to have been much die sharing, certanth less that that occurring at
Marcianopolis. Overall, Diadumenians’ range ofee types for these small
denominations seem to be more diverse than hisrgtprobably reflecting his much
lower, notional, status in the power structure. Macs’ types were limited to only 6
main types — two of which (a square lit altar amel ¢lub of Herakles) seem not to
have been issued by Diadumenian at all. In geninese small denominations are
not available in the same quantities as that ofafrger sized coins — leading to the
speculation that these were fractions, rather tharbase unit by which the daily
commerce was conducted.

Malcolm Megaw
July 2007
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